Report on slavery trial in NSW  November 16th, 2007

(As reported in the Daily Telegraph)

A HUSBAND and wife have been found guilty of keeping sex slaves - the first
        successful prosecution of its kind in NSW.
        
        Trevor McIvor and Kanokporn Tanuchit were charged with two counts each of
        possessing a slave and using a slave - in relation to six girls from
        Thailand.
        
        A NSW District Court jury heard details of the depraved conditions under
        which the girls were held and forced to work in Fairfield.
        
        A jury yesterday found both guilty of a total of 10 of 12 charges.
        
        There have been only four previous slavery trials in Australia, with three
        acquittals.
        
        Only one trial, in Victoria, ended with a conviction - which was eventually
        overturned on appeal.
        
        Led by barrister Bruce Levet on behalf of the Crown, the case detailed how
        the girls were brought out from Thailand with the assistance of a third
        party, known as the Thai "mother".
        
        The eight-week trial heard she helped the girls use bogus documents to
        secure visas. They were told they had to repay a debt of $45,000 for the
        chance to come to Australia - although the evidence suggested McIvor and
        Tanuchit paid only $15,000 to the Thai "mother".
        
        Once here, their passports and airline tickets were confiscated and they
        were forced to work as sex slaves in horrifying conditions seven days a
        week.
        
        At night, they were locked in the brothel or the couple's home.
        
        They were never allowed to leave the premises unless under strict
        supervision by one of the accused.
        
        A landline, protected by a PIN, was available for use by the girls in the
        brothel but the slaves could not use it unless the Thai-born Tanuchit
        unlocked it for them and overheard their calls.
        
        The trial also heard from a number of Australian sex workers at the brothel
        and its reception staff, all of whom backed the Thai women's claims.
        
        Eventually one of the girls, who thought she was coming to Sydney to work at
        a massage parlour, managed to send a text message from a phone alerting
        relatives in Thailand to her plight.
        
        Judge Ken Taylor will sentence the pair next month.
