Visit of Sr Catherine Ferguson SNJM Co-ordinator of  UNANIMA International.
The role of the United Nations in working against human trafficking was the focus of two public meetings in Melbourne and Sydney recently.  UNANIMA is consortium of fifteen Religious Sisters Orders, three of which have Australian representatives, with direct access to the Economic and Social Council of the UN.
UNANIMA has worked at various levels in its four years of operation.  Of particular relevance to Australia is its role in facilitating the presentation of the Australian NGO Shadow report to CEDAW (Committee for the eradication of all forms of discrimination and violence against women) in 2006.  In addition, it has 

· Prepared Statements at the Commission for Social Development and Commission on Status of Women

· Developed documents for lobbying at the international, national and state levels

· Participated in NGO committees:

· Developed two research papers on the aspect of demand and human trafficking.
As trafficking is a global malaise, it is important for us in Australian to be linked with organizations, such as UNANIMA, which work at the global level.

How can WE be involved in stopping trafficking world wide?


· Make the connections:

· Between economic exploitation through globalisation and consumptions patterns at home

· Support living wages with your buying habits

· Between violence against women, prostitution and trafficking in human persons here and abroad

· Between pornography and violence against women and children

· Join the UNANIMA International campaign to end the demand for human trafficking

· Be alert to the signs of trafficking in Australia: domestic service, labour, sexual exploitation.

